[Recent advance in alveolar formation].
Recent technological advance in both molecular biology and morphology contributes to develop a research of alveolar formation in pre- and postnatal period. Retinoid, which has been known more than 2,000 compounds, has a key role for newly alveolar synthesis through various metabolic pathways related Hox gene, vitamin A laden fibroblast and collagen-elastin network. It has been shown that retinoid is a possible therapeutic regimen not only diffuse lung injury, such as bronchopulmonary dysplasia, but also a hopeful new-drug for newly alveolar synthesis in severe emphysema.